A SN OF FUN WITH MCCB!

Mitchell County Conservation and the Mitchell County Outdoors are excited to offer
various nature camps and environmental education opportunities for area youth this summer! Help your child discover the
wonders of nature through Picnics in the Park, Discovery Day Camps, Adventure Camp, or our other special programs! Camps
are separated into age groups to help you and your child have the best experiences enjoying the outdoors. Most require pre-
registration, so sign your kiddos up early!

Details for all of our youth prOﬁramming, as well as all public programming, can be found on the following pages.
AFe/Grade ranges are based on the upcomin% 2026-2027 school year.
All camps are lead by Mitchell County Naturalist Chelsea Ewen Rowcliffe and Natural Resource &
Outreach Specialist Andy Taets, and will feature nature-based subjects and outdoor activities.
Registration fees cover educational supplies and equipment maintenance.
Camp scholarshiﬁs are available for those wanting assistance with registration fees -

please contact Chelsea for more info. FUN FAMILY
Please call, email, visit our Facebook Page, www.mitchellcountyconservation.com, JIATURE PROGRAMS,
www.mycountyparks.com, or stop by our office for info on registering for our summer camps. = =

BORAX
g Toss in a bit of Borax

L

We hope to see you OUTSIDE this SUMMER! UMMER YOUTH
Need some more ideas for summer fun? CAMPS

GO (sodium tetraborate) Try these tricks and snacks during your next i
for oreen flames Campout or Bonfire! [
& e Gourmet S’ml?res—Thigkefall thesarr]netop ings fé)rri]ce cr|eam sundaes: ¢ ﬁ
- T use various cookies instead of just grahams, flavored chocolates or N
"Salt Alternative” candybars instead of plain, funJ add-ins like icing, jam, peanut B CAFRC”IU“DS'
WATER SOFTENER butter, sliced fruit, nuts or even a salty hit like bacon orgotato chips! ——& TRALS! J
Chuck in some Roasting Alternatives - Try roasting fruits like strawberry, pineapple,
water softener tablets Beach, banana, or pears. String cheese, un-wound cinnamon rolls or
: : read/pizza dough (from the tube), or even Starburst make fun fire- \

(potassium chloride) roasted snacks!

for purple flames A

TABLE SALT
A dash of table salt

@ (sodium chloride) will

give you deeper orange flames

EPSOM SALT
Not just for baths,
(magEnpeSsOiumrr?as|tﬁfate) for little sparks and

. . explosions
makes nice white flames P
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o Campfire Tricks - Check out out this cool chart!

FLOUR
Afew flakes of flour will
make your fire flare up.
@ e @

PO

Throw in some sugar
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\ _ June Public Programs \ A\ A AN AN\
\ N N N N AN AN AN AN NN NN Families with children going

’ into Kindergarten and younger
N are invited to enjoy nature
‘\ through weekly “Picnics in the

B ¢ Park” in June! .
lunch first, then have a short ,

' program and activities based on
' a nature-themed book. Older
children are welcome to attend,”

but the content and activities is
geared for younger learners. 7
This program is FREE and there

C”]I.DPE\N ﬁNTE‘P]NQ k]NDE\?GQPTEN 'QND yOUNQEP % is no registration required. Just

AN

\
‘.'U

Picnickers are asked to bring a \
picnic lunch, blanket or
tablecloth, and have an adult
present throughout the
program. Please meet us at the 3
specified park where we will eat

= show up with your picnic lunch
; . . = & your littles, and be ready to 7
Jung 7rd - *SillY & SlimY* @ PIONSEr PArf - £3ST Of 05Ag8-Shddouwl AVE. 2= have fun learning about nature!
i g ; B This program will be postponed ,,
June 10rk - "ROCKS' & C8MS™ @ RIVer§ide Park - StacYvile 6 % or rescheduled if there is severe
_ i ; /g weather. Please call Chelsea’s
i JUNS 17tk - "CLOYdS' & RANLOUS® @ MLEON R. OweN NAFUre CENFer - 0§'Ag8CS o d cell at (641) 330-0765, or visit 7

our Facebook page or Website

; June 24fh - 'Dlooﬂlg & RLOSS 01’):? " @ Pinicon ALRrS cabin - {DC]n“fe @ for any event or weather 7

““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““ " related questions or updates.




Let's kick off the summer season with a project to helﬁ

410 FOR MC OUTDOORS MEMBERS you, and our environment stay healthy, happy, and itc
freel We're partnering with local business, Sumitomo

815 FOR NON-MEMBERS
SUMITOMO Biorational Compary (formerly Valent BioSciences) to
BIGR ATION Al. promote safe & effective mosquito control for your
backyards, outdoor spaces, and campsites!
JUNE 28"‘ -1PM How it works: at this workshop, we'll provide all the

lT e supplies needed to create a “Mosquito Bucket”. The

bucket draws in mosquitoes already nearby (not from
WORKSHOP

far away), then stops the next generation before it
hatches. It works because of Bti, a natural bacterium that
targets mosquito larvae but doesn't harm biodiversitY
like bees, birds, or butterflies. Sumitomo Biorationa
CompanK makes Bti products right here in Mitchell
County! This mosquito bucket is a safer alternative to
fogging or harmful sprars for us,
our pets, and wildlife.
Learn more about this project by visiting
https://homegrownnationalpark.org/mosquito-bucket-

R o~ challenge
N MILTON R. OWEN NATURE CENTER {OSAGE With your registration, you'll be provided a bucket, the
~ Bti from Sumitomo Biorational, and accessories to create
(] PLEASE CALL TO REGISTER! your Mosquito Bucket. We'll also have supplies to
256 (641) 330-076S OR decorate and customize your bucket, as well as
—~—— (641) 732-5204 information to put your bucket to work reducing

mosquitos all season long.
B

NATURE GLOW PARTY!

Let's "GLOW" wild and discover the glittering world of Nature after dark! Join Naturalist Chelsea to learn about nocturnal animals, bioluminescence,
and the secret glowing creatures around us! We'll make special "glowing" bug jars and other fun glowing crafts, use special flashlights to go on a
glowing animal hunt, and many more fun glow-in-the-dark activities.

To make this experience extra special, wear bright, fluorescent, or glow-in-the-dark clothing appropriate for the weather (layers, close-toed shoes,
etc.). Light snacks will be a part of the program, but feel free to bring a refillable water bottle. If rain or storms are predicted, this program will be
rescheduled. Contact Chelsea at (641) 330-0765 or crowcliffe@mitchellcountyiowa.gov for any questions or weather-related program updates.

SUMMER 2026 This program is free, but a $5 donation per family is appreciated. PAGE | 3



FREE GUIDED
KAYAK &
*PADDLEBAORD
FLOATS!

; . Enjoy a relaxing evening exploring Mitchell County's beautiful waters with our guided paddles! This is a FREE
Guided Float Dates: program led by MCCB Natural Resource & Outdoor Recreation Specialist, Andy Taets. Be sure to check out the
June 29th - Full Moon Float! special “Full Moon Float” on June 29th! More information on this float below.
July 9th These floats are open to all ages, but children must have the ability to control their own boat or plan to paddle
July 28th with an adult. Al equipment and basic paddling instructions are provided and all floats will take place in
Mitchell County. If you have your own equipment and would like to join the float, please contact Andy with your
information to be added to the attendee list. Floats will typically take place around 6:00 in the evening, and

August 6th

August 18th once you have signed up, you will be contacted with the specific meeting time & location. Times and locations
change based on current river conditions.

CONTACT: ANDY TAETS:(641) 420-5517 ATAETS@MITCHELLCOUNTYIOWA.GOV  OFFICE: (641) 732-5204

Full Moon Fleat

Many peoFIe have gone kayaking, but have you ever gone at night? This unique
float is will witness a gfrorgeous sunset and welcome a Full Strawberry Moon.
Paddlers will enjoy a leisurely float down river and experience night unfold on the water.

During this one-of-a-kind, guided float, boats will be festooned with glow sticks so you

and your friends can see the river in a new light, while enjoying all the sounds and

sensations of the river at night. We will provide all instruction and %ear necessary

for a fun and safe trip, but there are a few things you may want to bring that '
make it go even smoother: ~

e water bottle .

o snacks (

e water shoes :

e |ong-sleeved shirt (dress in layers) : = . - .

e hugspray Because of the unique conditions of a night float, this event is geared towards adults and
o towel older/more experienced paddlers.

e headlamp Spots are limited to 10, so please call/text or email Andy to reserve your place. If you have your own boat and
e drybag for phone, extra clothes, etc. would like to join the float, ﬁlease contact Andz with your information to be added to the attendee list. Once

you have signed up, gou will be contacted with the specific float location based on current river conditions.
Enjoy a beautiful evening, relax in nature, and let your worries drift into the night.
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Smmer. 2026 Calendar o
WE: @066

8 9 11 12 13
14 15 ...
21 26 27
B

25
Saturdays & Sundays - Wapsi-Great Western Line Trailhead Welcome Center Open,
2nd - Stacyville “Tuesdays on Broad” Family Fun Night @ Stacyville City Park, 4:30-7PM
3rd - Picnics in the Park “Slimy &Silly"” @ Pioneer Park - East of Osage on Shadow Ave., 11:30AM, pg. 2 S M
4th - Fat Tire Bike Ride, @ Limestone Brewers, 6:15PM
5th - Friday Night Out @ Mitchell County Fairgrounds “Midway” off Chestnut Street, 5-9 PM
5% & 6" - Osage Maple Days
6th - Youth Hunter Education Challenge, Rock Creek Marina and Campground, Camanche, IA, pg. 8
5th-7th - lowa DNR Free Fishing Weekend (no license needed)

16

0

7th - Golf Cart Day & Pie Sunday at the Wapsi-Great Western Line Trail, 1:30-5PM, pg. 9 12 13

10th - Picnics in the Park "Rocks & Gems” @ Riverside Park, Stacyville - 11:30AM, pg. 2 19 20 21

17" - Picnics in the Park “Clouds & Rainbows” @ Milton R. Owen Nature Center, Osage - 11:30, pg. 2

18™ - Fat Tire Bike Ride, @ Limestone Brewers, 6:15PM . 27

19th - Adventure Camp! Fat Tire Trail Ride! Grades 5th-8th, pg. 7

19th & 20th - St. Ansgar Town & Country Days Celebrations Saturdays & Sundays - WGWL Trailhead Welcome Center Open, 2-4PM, pg. 9
20th - FMC Landfill Open 8AM-11:30, pg. 9 1**- Discovery Day Camp! 1st &2nd Grade, 9-11:30AM, pg. 7

21%* - Happy Father’s Day! 2nd - Discovery Day Camp! 3rd & 4th Grade, 9-11:30AM, pg. 7

21st - Happy Summer Solstice! 2nd - Fat Tire Bike Ride, @ Limestone Brewers, 6:15PM

22nd-28th - National Pollinator Week! 4th - Happy 4th of July!

24th - Picnics in the Park “Blooms & Blossoms” @ Pinicon Alders Cabin, McIntire, 11:30AM 4th - Osage 4th of July Parade,

28™ - Mosquito Bucket Workshop @ Milton R. Owen Nature Center, 1PM - pg. 3 4™ - WGWL Cedar Summerstock Cabaret @ 7PM, pg. 9

29th - Full Moon Float! pg. 4 5th - Pie Sunday @ Wapsi-Great Western Line Trail, 2-5PM, pg. 9

29" - Full “Strawberry” Moon 7th - Discovery Day Camp! 1st & 2nd Grade, 9-11:30AM, pg. 7

30th - Adventure Camp! Kayak the Cedar! Grades 5th-8" pg. 7 7th -“Tuesdays on Broad” Family Fun Night @ Stacyville City Park, 4:30-7PM

8th - Discovery Day Camp! 3rd &4th Grade, 9-11:30AM, pg. 7

9th - Free Guided Paddle, pg. 4

10" - Osage Friday Night Out

14th-16th - Outdoor Journey For Girls @ Hickory Hills Park, LaPorte City, pg. 8
15" - Discovery Day Camp! 1st & 2nd Grade, 9-11:30AM, pg. 7

16" - Discovery Day Camp! 3rd & 4th Grade, 9-11:30AM, pg. 7

16th - Fat Tire Bike Ride, Limestone Brewers @ 6:15PM

17" - Adventure Camp! Survive the Wild! Grades 5th-8", pg. 7

17" - Nature Glow Party! Milton R. Owen Nature Center, 8:30 PM, pg. 3
18th - FMC Landfill Open 8AM-11:30, pg. 9

22" - Discovery Day Camp! 1st & 2nd Grade, 9-11:30AM, pg. 7

23" - Discovery Day Camp! 3rd & 4th Grade, 9-11:30AM, pg. 7

24™ - Adventure Camp! Shooting Sports! Grades 5th-8", pg. 7

9 10 24™- 26" - Staqyville Brat Daze
28th - Free Guided Paddle, pg. 4
17 29 - Aug 2™ - Mitchell County Fair
23 24 29" - Full “Buck” Moon
30 31 8th - Carpenter Polka Fest

saturdays & Sundays - WGWL Trailhead Welcome Center Open, 2-4PM, pg. 9 12th - Stgdrgazing @ Lund's Access/Cedar River Greenbelt Trail, 8:30PM, pg. 8
1st - Riceville Wapsi Fest - WGWL Trail events all day - Wapsi Wiggle Run, pg. 9 13th-23"-lowa State Fair '
3rd-5th - Outdoor Journey for Girls @ Wildwood Hills Ranch, St. Charles, pg. 8 15th - FMCLandfill Open 8AM-11:30, pg. 9

4th -Tuesdays on Broad” Family Fun Night @ Stacyville City Park, 4:30-7PM 15th-16th - Cedar Valley Memories Power Show

5™ - Adventure Camp! 5th-8th Grade - “Nature Art”, pg. 7 18™ - Free Guided Float,1pg. 4 , , ,

6th- Fat Tire Bike Ride, Limestone Brewers @ 6:15PM 19th - Senior Citizen Golf Cart Day @ Wapsi-Great Western Line Trail. 10AM -2PM, pg. 9
6" - Free Guided Float, pg. 4 20tthh - Fat Tire Bike Ride, Limestone Brewers @ 6:15PM

ZWMWS&N;%];%UP Osage (Mitchell County Fairgrounds, Chestnut St.) %th: le{ljﬂqutlﬁfr]ée\/(\)/z!kh@Al)O\éVr?pSkGreatWestern Line Trailhead, 7:30 PM, pg.l:,9't\(‘_’E s
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With our ever increasing “plugged-in” world, exposure to and understanding of our natural world is more
important than ever. Mitchell County Outdoors strives to support quality environmental education programs
for ALL residents and visitors of Mitchell County. Our goals include providing financial support through
memberships for programs that educate and train the public, as well as increase access to such programs
through interactive displays, events, and volunteers. Program topics include ecology, local plants and
animals, geology, outdoor recreation skills, recycling, human & land relationships, and many more. Consider
supporting enwronmental educanon by becoming a member today!

Recent projects funded through M.C.O.:
Summer camp supplies & scholarships
Educational Materials for programs
High School Scholarships

Native Plant Sale

—_)

“The Mitchell County Environmental
Education Foundation creates public
awareness, promotes responsible
stewardship, and expands support for.
the conservation of our natural
resources and cultural heritage.”

e g

Benefits of being a member...
Farly signup for camps, trips, and limited classes
Recognition on our donor wall for $50+ donation |
Tax-deductible donation :
Cool “members only” swag
Volunteer opportunities
Reduced registration prices for casses, or

“members only” programs . ‘/ ‘ e BECOME A MEMBER
Jes! l want to join MCEEF!

Additional Family Names/Memorial Inquiries:

Name/Organization

Address

City State Zip Code

Phone

Email

[] Student $10 [ ] Sugar Creek $50
] Individual $25 [ ]Spring Creek  $51 - $100 Make checks payable to:
i MCEEF or Mitchell County Outdoors
[] Senior (60+) $20 [ ] Little Wapsi  $251-$500 Osage, IA 50461
L] Memorial Ask about options [ | BurrOak  $501-$1000 o
* Fundraising [] Little Cedar  $1000 + This ISD(:):QEOEI),(EMPT
T1 voLuntegr: * NAtre Centertost ot Cedar  $5000+ '
o Event/Program Volunteer
SUMMER 2026 e Other Talent? PAGE | 6
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h 4

ENTERING IST & 2ND
ENTERING 3RD & 4TH
“POND PLAY” _ . "TRACK THAT SCAT .
LU ') 7 OR "TUESDAY, JULY 7TH L' 2" OR "WEDNESDAY, JULY 8

« »
« ” CﬁHMPINé 101 oD
FOR THE BIRDS JULY 16™ OR JULY 23

JuLy 1S™ OR JuLy 22*°

ATTEND ALL / ‘r : l LonTacr us
B ’ 641) 732-5204
A{ibongo'ggE i b . (641) 330-076S

YOUR crowcliffe@wmitchellcountyiowa.gov,

$20/camper
FAVORITES! YOUTH ENTERING STH-8TH GRADE per comp
o ) .}V.j‘.’ xd ~—‘ ' : @;/
A 2 M N
.~ Join Mitchell County Conservation

{{ 5 7 e

kN ¥

staff Andy Taets and Chelsea '
" Rowcliffe to explore nature this summer! “
, During these camp days, we will be adventuring
through many ditferent outdoor skills. \._N 1
You can join us for all five camps, or only sign % OTING SFOK
up for your favorites. .
Camps will meet in a different Mitchell County S . . v
i, | Conservation location for each date. Campers .
it ¢ are asked to wear outdoor clothing & close-

oed shoes, and bring a refillable water bottle. —— \
\ (H other equipment will be provided, unless

'\ otherwise specified. Space is limited, so

- \PRE-REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED. A
SRS Ny -
Rk

p

Please call or . 4%
WA email to registerls =2

NS Y - v
; -
- W -
v - -

/
—
Lo




FIUGUST lETH B S g;.zeb;\

LUND'S ACCESS/CEDAR RIVER
GREENBELT TRAIL GRAZEBOD

_ Cedar River Greenbelt Trail

: . Lund’s Access
3700 HICKORY AVENUE - OSAGE - e <P

One of the BEST stargazing spots in Mitchell County is at the shelter along our Cedar River Greenbelt Trail. After a short (less than 10 min/.4mi) candle-
litwalk down the trail, a large grassy area welcomes stargazers for an amazing view of the night sky during the height of the Perseid Meteor Shower. This
meteor shower peaks annually around August 12th, with a large portion of the meteors, also called “shooting stars”, seeming to originate in the
Northeast sky near the constellation “Perseus”.

Round up your friends and family, Erab something comfortable to sit on (a blanket or camp chair works great), a water bottle, some snacks, bug spray,
and a head lamp or flashlight - then just sit back and enjoy the celestial show! Comfortable walking shoes and a sweatshirt or light jacket are also
recommended (depending on the weather).

While we wait for dark, stargazers will enjoy a casual pr gram on night sky viewing, stars, and constellations. Binoculars, star charts, and constellation
guides will be prowded for use. Supplies to build your own micro-meteor collector, and other fun star activities will also be available.

This program will be cancelled if there is cloud cover or storms predicted for the area.
Please check our Facebook page, or contact Chelsea at (641) 330-0765 for questions, directions, or weather concerns.
This program is free and open to the public.

ewa Additional summer youth programs from our
R frlends at the lowa DNR!

0 Outdoor ﬂ:ﬂ

& T r\.\ 7 A N L T
=~ Journey } . Rl P, G RET T iouavouns s
for glrls i v Whetheryou are a youth aged 11- 18 an adult with a desire to contr

:!z?

& = . timetoyour community, a member of an organization/business looking

July 14th-16" - Hickory Hills County Park, LaPorte City for a youth-oriented project, or if you have an interest in hunting and the
, i i outdoors, lowa YHEC is an opportunity you don't want to miss!

August 3rd-5th Widwood Fils Ranch, t. Charles lowa YHEC-the Youth Hunter Education Chaﬁen e is an event that takes

Outdoor Journey for Girls is a three-day, two-night workshop aimed at ~~ place each June. This year the event will be held June 6th at Rock Creek

introducing outdoor skills to girls ages 12-15 in a supportive, learning Marina and Campground, Camanche, lowa. Youth from all over lowa
environment where they have opportunities to try things hands-on, @M€t compﬁte in 8 events, learn about the outdoors, and have fun with
e (anoeing and Water Safety e  Fish and Wildlife Identification AL SRS G

OEIng and ¥ J \ \ , The events include four shooting events (archery, muzzleloading rifle,

* Basic Orienteering ® Firearm Safety and Basic Shooting shotgun, and small-bore rifle) and four non-shooting events (wildlife
e Archery e (amping and Outdoor Survival identi%ication, orienteering, hunter safety trail, and written exam). Most
e (Game Care e Fishing and Preparing the Catch youth compete as Fart of a team of five from their area, but youth can
e Hunter Fducation Certification register as individuals, as well. There are two age categories, Junior (ages

Registration forms, chaperone, and sponsorship opportunities, are :  11-14) and Senior (ages 15-18).
: _ L : . For more information on this fun event, or to volunteer or donate, please
available at https://www.iwinr.com/outdoor-journey-for-girls

visit: https://www.iowadnr.gov/things-to-do/camps-workshops/youth-
hunter-education-challenge PAGE | 8
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FMC Landfill - 3354 330th Street Elma, IA 50628
www.fmclandfill.org

Hours:

Monday: 7am-3pm
Tuesday: 7am-3pm
Wednesday: 7am-3pm

- Jam. Mobile HHM Collection
Thu.rsday. 7am-3pm RECYCLING BY THE NUMBERS This service is offered free once a month
Friday: 7am-3pm 2025 Recyclm%)Report: during the summer for
Saturday: Closed e (ardboard-10,780Ibs. household hazardous materials,
] =D BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
Sunday: Closed e Appliances-34,0001bs. - at the reqycling center in Osage.
~ - m?
- UMM R:‘ o (RTs/TV's - 825 o ~Makeyour appointment or get more
SATURDAYS: @) information now by calling (647) 982-4288.
- June 20th - 8:00-11:30 AM o Tires-1,078

The Landfill has a HHW collection center on

| o the property that is open by appointment
Housefold Hazardous Waste - 8,600 |bs. for those who can't make these collections.

WAPSI-GREAT WESTERN LINE

_/ July 18th - 8:00-11:30 AM
C \ August 15th - 8:00-11:30 AM

110 EAST MAIN STREET (U.S. HWY #9)
RICEVILLE IA 50466

o Saturdays & Sundays - Trailhead Welcome Center Open, 2-4 PM through Labor Day
¢ June 7th - Golf Cart Day, Pie Sunday% & Summer Art Show Opening @ Trailhead 1:30-5PM.
e

- Golf cart passes available only for this day ($12 fee) at Welcome Center. Carts must be driven only by a
holder of an official car license. Bring your own cart or rent one from Riceville Golf Course (641-985-2447).
Begin and end your golf cart adventure at the Trailhead. No golf carts allowed in Lake Hendricks/campground N |
area. Registration fee supports Trailhead maintenance. - 60; Carts-1:30-5PM - Mary Mareel, Artist “meet & greet”- 2-3 PM - Pie - 2-5 PM, -

e July 4™ - Cabaret performance by Cedar Summerstock, 7 PM pti
e July 5th - Pie Sunday @ Trailhead 2-5PM ' (e/
e August 1st - Wapsipinicon Festival Events ‘gg

6:30AM - Wapsi Wiggle Half Marathon - Pre-register online
8-10:30 AM - Community Pancake Breakfast
8:00AM - Wapsi Wiggle: 5K Race Pre-register online.
8:30 AM - Kids Fun Run: For kids 10 years old and {oun er.

No registration required. Gather at the trailhead flagpoles.
7AM-2PM - Treasure Hunt

o August 19th - Senior Citizens Golf Cart Day

e August 27" - Moonlight Trail Walk, 7:30 PM
SUMMER 2026

"PAGE | 9



7‘-?, Mitchell County
¢V Conservation Board

X

-
N

1879-3 Highway 9
Osage, 1A 50461
Office: (641) 732-5204
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